Important Bulletin from Lawton Elementary School

Did you know that…………………………..?

· …..chronic absence in kindergarten is associated with lower academic performance in first grade for all children regardless of gender, ethnicity or socioeconomic status. The relationship is especially strong for Latino children.
· …..An estimated one in ten kindergarten and first grade students are chronically absent nationally.
· …..During the early elementary years, children are gaining basic social and academic skills critical to ongoing academic success. Unless students attain these essential skills by third grade, they often require extra help to catch up and are at grave risk of eventually dropping out of school.

How it all adds up:

Early year attendance problems = greatly increased chance of dropping out of high school = life of poverty.

Is this what we want for our children?
